Farmsubsidy.org: EU boosts farm subsidy
millionaires by more than 20 per cent in 2009

Today, farmsubsidy.org reveals the results of an intensive two-day harvest of
new farm subsidy data published by the European Union’s member states in
accordance with the new laws on disclosure of beneficiaries of EU funds.

The data, relating to payments made in 2009, has been harvested from twenty
seven government websites, in some cases using advanced computer
programming techniques. So far, data on 38.3 billion euros of payments have
been harvested (from a total CAP budget of 55 billion euros). In some cases
member states have made the data easy to access, in other cases they appear to
take deliberate steps to block access. As at 11am on Tuesday 4 May, 99%
complete data has been obtained from 21 member states. Only partial data from
France, Greece, Cyprus, Italy and Portugal. The United Kingdom has withheld all
its data for political reasons until after this week’s general election (though the
Scottish Government has published its data).

Farmsubsidy.org's 2009 millionaires list (beneficiaries that received more than a
million euros) shows a significant increase over last year. In 2008 we identified
1,040 farm subsidy millionaires. In 2009 already some 1,212 have been
identified, receiving a combined total of 4.9 billion euros. This number is likely to
rise as it does not include all data from Portugal and the UK. We expect that
ultimately there will be a third more farm subsidy millionaires in 2009 than in
2008.

This year, the country with the largest number of farm subsidy millionaires is
Germany. Between them, Germany's 268 millionaire recipients took some
622,594,805 euros. France's 174 farm subsidy millionaires, many of which are
banana-producing companies in French overseas territories, took a combined
1,016,241,476 euros.

As was the case in 2008, the list of top recipients is dominated by sugar
processing companies. The top ten recipients are:

Name Country Total amount €
TEREOS FR 177,931,403.99
SAINT LOUIS SUCRE FR 143,745,150.69
KRAJOWA SPOLKA CUKROWA SPOLKA

AKCYJNA PL 135,801,676.00
AZUCARERA EBRO, S. L. ES 119,445,483.60
RAFFINERIE TIRLEMONTOISE - TIENSE

SUIKERRAFFINADERERI] BE 81,365,070.70
S.F.ILR.SOCIETE FONDIARIA

INDUSTRIALE ROMAGNOLAS.P.A. IT 75,404,944.67
KONINKLIJKE COOPERATIE COSUN UA | NL 71,182,687.50
SUDZUCKER POLSKA SPOLKA AKCYJNA | PL 66,153,286.92
CRISTAL UNION FR 57,232,625.26
DOUX FR 56,378,067.48

While the data does not indicate why these payments to sugar companies were



made, it may be assumed they are part of the EU’s programme for ‘restructuring’
the sugar sector. This involves processing companies that wish to stay in
business paying a levy into an EU fund to ‘buy out’ those companies giving up
their processing quotas. Processing quotas are valuable because the EU price for
sugar is fixed well above world market prices, representing a hidden subsidy
from European consumers to sugar producers.

Other top recipients include dairy processing and trading companies that have
benefitted from the reintroduction of the EU’s export subsidies for milk powder
and butter, which enable them to dump excess European milk production on
world markets. Export subsidies were reintroduced as part of the EU’s bail out of
the dairy sector after milk prices fell from record highs in 2007/08 to record
lows in 2009.

The top ten recipients of CAP 'direct payments' are as follows:

Country of Amount of direct
Name payment payment €
KONINKLIJKE COOPERATIE COSUN UA | NL 71,182,687.50
AS Jelgavas cukurfabrika LV 12,756,673.96
NUOVA EUROPA SOC.COOP. AGRICOLA
AR.L. IT 10,849,450.22
AVEBE UA NL 10,803,718.32
ASPROTACA SOCIETA' COOPERATIVA
AGRICOLA IT 9,763,884.67
ORGANIZZAZIONE DEI PRODUTTORI
A.R.P.T. SOC. COOPERATIVA AGRICOLA | IT 9,244,879.08
Magyar Cukorgyarté és Forgalmazé Zrt. | HU 8,270,943.20
ATAS SOCIETA' COOPERATIVA
AGRICOLA AR.L. IT 7,843,090.27
AS Liepajas cukurfabrika LV 7,610,455.68
ITALIANA TABACCHI SOCIETA
COOPERATIVA A RESPONSABILITA
LIMITATA IT 7,442,498.46

At the other end of the scale the data harvest has revealed some very small
payments, some less than a euro. It is assumed that the costs of administering
such modest aid payments vastly exceeds the face value of the payments.

According to the data from Sweden, which includes personal identification
numbers, the youngest recipient of CAP funds is just 14 years old, while two
Swedish recipients are 100 years old, though both are dead. The oldest living
Swedish CAP recipient is a 98-year-old woman living in Dalsland.

A number of curious recipients of CAP funds was also revealed, illustrating the
diversity of beneficiaries: an accordion club (Sweden - €59,585.10), a billiard
club (Denmark - €31,515, a payment for beer and soft drinks), a Juri High School
alumni society (Estonia - €44,884), Ons Genoegen ice skating club (Netherlands -
€162,444), the Sint Maarten amateur football club (Netherlands - €354,566.62)
and Schipol Airport in the Netherlands (€98,864.33). As in previous years, a
number of banks and horse riding clubs were among the beneficiaries.



In Bulgaria, the national CAP paying agency appears to have paid itself a sum in
excess of a million euros as well as payments to the 26-year-old daughter of the
former Bulgarian deputy agriculture minister (who had responsibility for EU
funds) in excess of €700,000 euros.

Farmsubsidy.org has also published an evaluation of which member states are
meeting high standards of budget transparency, and which are failing.

The decision of UK civil servants to withhold the data during the general election
campaign is without precedent and has provoked the disapproval of the
Commission. According to the UK’s Department of Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs, which has previously backed transparency in farm subsidies, the decision
was made in the interests of political candidates who are beneficiaries of CAP
funds.

The transparency ranking is topped by Hungary. Hungary also deserves special
mention as the ‘most improved’ member state. Last year, the Hungarian
government published data in an exceptionally unhelpful way: a series of PDF
files that ran to thousands of pages. This year, the Hungarian government has
provided comprehensive information on both EU-funded farm subsides and
nationally-funded farm subsidies, in a user-friendly bulk-downloadable,
electronic format. Other countries that have followed the best practice of
providing the ‘raw data’ are Belgium, Denmark, Estonia, Czech Republic,
Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovenia and Sweden.

At the other end of the scale, this year's transparency villains are Austria, Cyprus,
Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Portugal, Portugal and
Slovakia. These countries have all refused to provide the data for bulk download
and their websites require 'web-scraping' robots to be programmed to harvest
the data.

Greece is a particular problem case, suggesting that the Greek government'’s
difficulties with basic numeracy are not confined to its budget deficit. The Greek
government's farm subsidy website very inaccessible and the data presented on
it contain arithmetical errors. For example, the published figure for total
payments to certain beneficiaries was found to be less than the sum of the
payments listed for those beneficiaries. A case of two plus two equalling one.

Jack Thurston, co-founder of farmsubsidy.org said:

“This week’s data harvest represents the efforts of a remarkable group of
European investigative journalists, researchers and civic hackers. Some
countries have tried to make it difficult for us but we now can provide
European citizens with a really detailed overview of who got what in farm
subsidies in 2009.”

“Again, we see some very large payments going to big multinational
companies and some of Europe’s biggest and most wealthy landowners.
At a time when public budgets are under real pressure, we need to ask
whether CAP is providing good value for taxpayers money or in need of
radical reorientation.”
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Notes to Editors:

1.Farm subsidies under the European Union’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)
amount to approximately €55 billion a year, just over 40% of European Union’s
annual budget, or an average of just under €100 a year for each EU citizen. We
believe that the people who are paying for this policy have a right to know where
the money goes.

2. The aim of farmsubsidy.org is to obtain detailed data relating to payments and
recipients of farm subsidies in every EU member state and make this data
available in a way that is useful to European citizens. Farmsubsidy.org is a non-
profit company run by a network of European journalists, researchers and
activists.

3. Farmsubsidy.org make its databases available under the Open Database
License, which means you are free to use, remix and republish the data but you
are legally required to:

- Attribute your use of the database to us, and
- Share your changes back with everyone else.

We worked really hard to create our databases, and they represents many
hundreds of hours of work by our team. Attribution costs nothing, but means
everything to us. It's up to you how to do it, but here are some possible
formulations:

- Data provided by farmsubsidy.org
- Official data collated by farmsubsidy.org
- Data source: farmsubsidy.org

4. The 2009 farm subsidy millionaires list is available online here:
http://tinyurl.com/2009-millionaires

5. The 2009 transparency ranking is available online here:
http://tinyurl.com/transparency-rating



